[bookmark: _GoBack]The invention relates to compact and reliable laser sources generating femtosecond pulses in the infrared spectral range between 1.1 μm and 1.5 μm. Apparatus for generation of laser radiation for nonlinear microscopy comprises a source of a burst of ultrashort pump pulses, an optical resonator and a solid-state nonlinear Raman medium placed inside said optical resonator. The burst of ultrashort pump pulses of a high pulse repetition rate synchronously pumps the optical resonator, which is short, and generates a burst of ultrashort pulses of a shifted wavelength in Raman medium. The burst of pump pulses has a shaped profile: the first pump pulse has higher energy than other pump pulses. In a preferred embodiment of this invention, energy of the first pump pulse is higher, while energies of the second and the subsequent pump pulses are lower than a threshold for continuum generation in said Raman medium. The Raman medium is diamond, KGW, KYW, YVO3, GdVO3 or any other crystal featuring high Raman gain, as well as high Raman gain and high nonlinear refractive index. One or two shifted wavelengths are generated. Conversion efficiency from pump radiation to radiation of shifted wavelength is not less than 30 % and exceeds 50 % in the preferred embodiment of this invention.
