The invention relates to means for rescuing a person in water, in particular to a signal rescue balloon device used as an accessory to rescue equipment or clothing. The device is designed to increase a person's visibility on the water surface, especially in adverse weather conditions (fog, darkness, in high waves) and to safely lift the person out of the water. The device may be activated manually or automatically by the action of incoming water and shall include a self-expanding air balloon filled with helium gas and means for activating it, where the signal balloon is covered with a radio waves reflecting material and has bright, semi-transparent inscriptions ,,SOS” on its top and side surfaces and an LED light signalling SOS in the Morse code.
