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Box No.| Basis of this opinion

. This opinion has been established on the basis of the latest set of claims filed before the start of the search.

. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the application, this opinion has been
established on the basis of:

a. type of material:
O asequence listing
[1 table(s) related to the sequence listing
b. format of material:
Ll on paper
O in electronic form
c. time of filingfurnishing:
Ll contained in the application as filed.
O filed together with the application in electronic form.

1 furnished subsequently for the purposes of search.

. O In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto
has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as
appropriate, were furnished.

. Additional comments:

Box No.V  Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability;
citations and explanations supporting such statement

. Statement
Novelty (N) Yes: Claims

No: Claims 1-7
Inventive step (1S) Yes: Claims

No: Claims 1-7
Industrial applicability (1A) Yes: Claims 1-7

No: Claims

. Citations and explanations

see separate sheet
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Box No. VIl Certain defects in the application

see separate sheet

Box No. VIll Certain observations on the application
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Re ltem V

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement

1 Reference is made to the following documents:

D1 WO 2018/005743 A1 (RHODIA OPERATIONS [FR]; LIU HONG
[US] ET AL.) 4 January 2018 (2018-01-04)

D2 US 2017/283340 A1 (PATIL NILESH [IN] ET AL) 5 October 2017
(2017-10-05)

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1

The present application does not meet the criteria of patentability because the
subject-matter of claim 1 lacks novelty.

2.1 Document D1 discloses a preparation for use as an urease inhibitor comprising
a solution of N-(n-butyl) thiophosphoric triamide (NBPT) dissolved in a solvent
comprising a glycol ether and least one or more natural essential oils or their
components or mixtures thereof (see claims1,4, 27,28, paragraphs [0074],
[0091]-[0093]). The subject-matter of claim 1 lacks novelty in view of this
document.

2.2 The subject-matter of claim 1 also lacks novelty in view of document D2 (see
(paragraph [0068]; paragraph [0099]; paragraph [0114]; paragraph [0138];
claims 1,2,7,9).

3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-4

Dependent claims 2-4 do not contain any features which, in combination with
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of
patentability in respect of novelty and/or inventive step.

3.1 In this respect, the subject-matter of claims 3,4 is also known from D1 (see
paragraph [0007]; paragraph [0010]; paragraph [0013]; paragraph [0016];
paragraph [0019]; paragraph [0023] - paragraph [0024]; paragraph [0029] -
paragraph [0030]; paragraph [0074]; paragraph [0091] - paragraph [0093];
claims)). The subject-matter of these claims lacks therefore novelty in view of
D1.

3.2 The subject-matter of claims 2-4 id also known from document D2 (see
(paragraph [0068]; paragraph [0099]; paragraph [0114]; paragraph [0138];
claims 1,2,7,9).

Form LT237-3 (separate sheet) (January 2014) (sheet 1)
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4.1

4.2

5.1

5.2

CLAIMS 5,6

The present application does not meet the criteria of patentability because the
subject-matter of claims 5,6 lacks novelty.

Document D1 discloses a method for production of preparation for use as a
urease inhibitor according to any one of claims 1 to 4, comprising dissolving the
NBPT in a solvent, wherein the NBPT is dissolved in glycol ether in the first
stage and in the second stage, at least one or more of selected natural essential
oils or their components or mixtures thereof are added, and dissolving at room
temperature (see paragraph [0007]; paragraph [0010]; paragraph [0013];
paragraph [0016]; paragraph [0019]; paragraph [0023] - paragraph [0024];
paragraph [0029] - paragraph [0030]; paragraph [0074]; paragraph [0091] -
paragraph [0093]; claims). The subject-matter of claims 5 and 6 lacks novelty in
view of this document.

The subject-matter of claims 5,6 also lacks novelty in view of document D2 (see
(paragraph [0068]; paragraph [0099]; paragraph [0114]; paragraph [0138];
claims 1,2,7,9).

INDEPENDENT CLAIM 7

The present application does not meet the criteria of patentability because the
subject-matter of claim 7 lacks novelty.

Document D1 discloses a urea fertilizer in which a preparation according to any
one of claims 1 to 4 is used as urease inhibitor (see paragraph [0007];
paragraph [0008]; paragraph [0010], claims1,4, 27,28, paragraphs [0074],
[0091]-[0093]). The subject-matter of claim 7 lacks novelty in view of this
document.

The subject-matter of claim 7 also lacks novelty in view of document D2 (see
(paragraph [0068]; paragraph [0099]; paragraph [0114]; paragraph [0138];
claims 1,2,7,9).

Re Item VII

Certain defects in the international application

6 The relevant background art disclosed in documents D1-D is not mentioned in
the description, nor are these documents identified therein.
Re ltem VIII

Certain observations on the international application

7

The subject matter of claim 6 is not considered to be clear

Form LT237-3 (separate sheet) (January 2014) (sheet 2)
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7.1 The expression "may be selected" used in claim 3 has no limiting effect on the
scope of the claim. The features following this expression have therefore to be

regarded as merely optional. Since there are no other features in the claim, the
subject-matter of claim 3 lacks clarity.
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